
 

2013 Points of Emphasis 

Granting Time-out – Coaches and officials are reminded of the proper procedures in requesting and 

granting time-out. Coaches are encouraged to give both a visual signal and verbal request when a 

requesting time-out. Officials need to know the status of the ball and whether it is in player control. 

Having a full view of the player in control who is requesting the time-out is critical to determining if you 

may grant a time-out.  It’s vital to know the situation of the game, the proper sequence of calling a time-

out, then using proper signals to notify the scorer.  

Guidelines to Enforce Illegal Contact - When contact occurs that affects the rhythm, speed, quickness 

and balance of the player, illegal contact has occurred. When illegal contact occurs,  fouls must be called. 

Officials must not refrain from calling these type of actions that create an advantage for the opponent. 

Illegal contact must be called regardless of time and score. 

Intentional Foul - An intentional foul is a personal or technical foul that may or may not be premeditated 

and is not based solely on the severity of the act. It is contact that: 

 Neutralizes an opponent’s obvious advantageous position. 

 Contact on an opponent who is clearly not in the play. 

 May be excessive contact. 

 Contact that is not necessarily premeditated or based solely on the severity of the act. 

This type of foul may be strategic to stop the clock or create a situation that may be tactically done for the 

team taking action. This foul may be innocent in severity, but without any playing of the ball, it becomes 

an intentional act such as a player wrapping their arms around an opponent. The act may be excessive in 

its intensity and force of the action. These actions are all intentional fouls and are to be called as such.  

POE for Officials’ Manual 

Dead ball officiating – See the whole play. See the actions of all players. Don’t react too quickly that you 

do not see the second action or antics of a player that is inciting an opponent to react. Be aware of the 

whole situation so to penalize the correct player.  

Proper Mechanics and Signals - The use of proper mechanics and signals are imperative to the success 

of the contest and the officiating team. Proper mechanics and signals will assist in communication to your 

partners and will aid in the effectiveness of all officials’ calls. Officials need to continue to study, 

emphasize and practice proper mechanics and signals with your partners and reviewing these items in a 

thorough pre-game conference. This will assist the crew of officials in their game preparation and 

performing their duties as a cohesive unit. Officials are reminded to use non-verbal cues to communicate 

with your partners and assist them in their efforts. Use only proper NFHS approved mechanics and 

signals, enforce the rules of the level being played and call the game accordingly. 


